WATER      UNDER     THE     BRIDGES
King Boris of Bulgaria, the King's nearest neighbour, was conspicuous
by his absence.
So far as I was concerned, I remember that I felt more emotion at
King Alexander's funeral than I had felt at any other except my
mother's. Moreover, behind my personal grief was the conviction,
which I felt strongly at the time, and which has been confirmed by
everything that has happened since, that the death of the King was a
tragedy not only for Yugoslavia but for the Balkans and for Europe.
He and Mustapha Kemal were the two strong men of South-eastern
Europe, and indeed in many respects they had much in common and
were kindred spirits. The Yugoslavs, of whatever branch of their race,
need a strong hand to govern them, and never more so than in the
early days of their union. The King's eldest son, the present King
Peter, was only a boy, and indeed was in England at the time of his
father's assassination, having just arrived to spend a year or so at an
English preparatory school.
Under the King's will a regency was to be set up in the event of his
death, with Prince Paul as Chief Regent assisted by two other
members, a Croat and a Slovene. Until that moment Prince Paul,
whose tastes were chiefly artistic (according to Lord Duveen he was
the best judge of a picture in Europe), had taken no part whatsoever in
the government or administration of the country. Moreover, he was
no soldier, having been a student at Oxford during the war of 1914-
1918. His position as virtual successor to King Alexander till the heir
should come of age at eighteen was one of the utmost difficulty. He
grappled, however, with the situation with amazing courage and
determination. Fortunately, too, though no soldier—a severe handicap
" in handling such a military-minded race—Prince Paul possessed other
valuable qualifications, such as high intelligence and great tact and
skill in dealing with awkward situations. In the face of constant
intrigues he needed them all to establish his position, to inspire confid-
ence in his government, and to induce his country to settle down after
the shock which it had sustained. In spite of the difficulties of his
task, he achieved a very considerable measure of success. The situa-
tion in Yugoslavia soon became normal again, and for six eventful years
Prince Paul directed its destinies with marked ability. But he was a
man of peace and not of war, and in the end it was his lack of military
qualifications which led him to fail to gauge the real temper of his
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